HIS ANCESTRY                                       21
portant site between Sholapur and Bijapur, and appointed
Ftiqad Khan as the Thanedar, Saif Khan was also posted
there.1
With the arrival of Firuz Jang, the whole outlook at
Bijapur underwent a change. The disheartened soldiery
revived in the stimulating presence of this hero. When
prince A'zam approached Firuz Jang, he embraced him.
,The daring enterprise of Firuz Jang had turned scarcity
into plenty. On hearing this, the Emperor felt highly
delighted and is reported to have said : 'As God Almighty
has saved the honour of the house of Timur through the
exertions of Firuz Jang, so may He guard the honour of
his descendants till the day of Resurrection.'2
After the siege of Bijapur had already dragged on for
fifteen months, the Emperor decided to proceed there in
person and conduct the operations under his own leader-
ship. The presence of the Emperor encouraged the be-
siegers and they set heartily to work at digging trenches
and filling up the moat. Ghazlu?d-Dln Khan Firuz Jang
had drawn up a plan of action to reduce the fortress which
was brought to the Emperor's notice and approved. The
Emperor sent him an emerald ring through Siadat Khan."
The presence of the Emperor disheartened the besieg-
ed who were extremely hard-pressed on account of lack of
provisions. Their men and horses had perished in great
distress. Meanwhile, the exertions of Firaz Jang and
other veterans had brought the besieged to bay and had
compelled them to surrender the fortress. On loth Sep-
tember, 1686, 'Abdu'I Ra'uf and Sharza Khan waited
on Firuz 7an^ and concluded the term? on behalf of
Sikander. Next day they were introduced to the Emperor
who received them with consideration.
When Sheikh Hidavat Kaish, reporter-general of
news (Waqai'na'vis-i-kuT}, showed the Emperor the ac-
1 Ma'athir-i-Alamgirt, p. 266.
* KhSfi Khan, vol. II, p. 319.
* Ma'athir-i-'Alamgin, p. 269.